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TO:   Class of 2018 
 
FROM:  Ralph Aiello, Principal      
 
DATE:   May 2018 
 
SUBJ:   CLASS OF 2018  
 
 The Class of 2018 stands ready to graduate this June.  Fortunately, the June 18th 
date stands firm and a dedicated group of seniors have been tirelessly working to ensure 
this year’s graduation ceremony will be a memorable one for our graduating seniors. 
 
Graduation Field Setup 
 Cumberland Regional makes use of both the home and visitor side bleachers for 
seating during the graduation ceremony. The graduation class will face Love Lane and the 
score board, rather than facing the home bleachers (see attached field design). 

• Graduation tickets will designate which side your friends and family members will 
sit on. Please see graduation ticket section for more information.  
 

 
 
 
GRADUATION PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
 A very talented graduation planning committee under the direction of Ms. Rizzo, 
Mr. Jorgenson and Ms. Simons have been preparing for the multitude of activities 
associated with graduation. I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize these students, leaders, 
and staff members for the time and energy devoted to making the final days of your senior 
year memorable and enjoyable.  The committee members are:   
 
  Eric Rojas Flores    Senior Class President 
  Olivia Rosenberger   Senior Class President   
  Ms. Tiffany Simons    Senior Class Advisor 
                        Ms. Marisa Rizzo    Student Activities Coordinator 
  Mr. Todd Jorgenson   Athletic Director 
  Mrs. Lauren Tompkins   Student Council Advisor  
 
   
 In addition to the listed executive officers and advisor, a nucleus of students have 
been planning the graduation ceremony program.  This program represents a lot of time, 
work, and planning, so be sure to thank the committee members when you see them. 
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END OF YEAR CALENDAR 
 
 A comprehensive calendar of all senior activities is attached for your information.  
Two formats are presented for you to use: 
 

1. A listing of dates according to the type of activity 
2. A standard calendar format 

 
Please post the calendar inside your locker door or on your bedroom mirror for easy 

reference. A calendar will also be sent to your parents for their information and posting.  
 
 
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH GRADUATION   
 
 The only required expense for a senior is to purchase his/her cap and gown.  Any 
hardship caused by this expense should be called to Ms. Rizzo’s attention.  Cap and Gown 
prices, along with optional senior activities and the associated costs are listed for your 
planning and consideration: 
 

- Cap and gown:  $25.00 
- Group class picture:  $16.00 (non - laminated) $21.00 (laminated), $5.00 Shipping. 
- Individual diploma picture:  packages begin at $10.00 
- Senior Class t-shirt:   $12.00 

 
 
GRADUATION TICKETS   
 
 The only event that requires tickets is the graduation ceremony.  Each senior will be 
given six (6) tickets for the outdoor graduation ceremony. We have three (3) printed colors: 

• ORANGE: Home side Inside/Outside Ticket; designated for the home side bleacher 
seating only and for an inside ceremony in case of inclement weather 

• GREEN: Home side Outside Only; designated for the home side bleacher seating 
OUTSIDE only.  

• BROWN: Away side Outside Only; designated for away side bleacher seating 
OUTSIDE only.  

o Away side tickets cannot be used for seating in the home side bleachers 
and home side tickets cannot be used for seating in the away side 
bleachers. This will be enforced by security.  

• If we have an indoor ceremony only the three (3) ORANGE Home Side - 
inside/outside tickets will be honored.  Hopefully, the weather will cooperate and 
all 6 tickets will be honored at the stadium.  Admission is by ticket only and all 
children regardless of age need a ticket. 

 
 If you need handicap tickets for disabled parents or other family members, make 
this request in writing or email (Mauro@crhsd.org) to Mrs. Mauro in the Main Office, and 
submit your request no later than June 11th.  Handicap tickets are not in addition to your 
allotted 6 tickets and will be deducted from your ticket entitlement.  On the last day of 
graduation practice when you are issued your graduation tickets, you will be issued a 
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handicap sticker for the number that you requested as well, if requested. You will have the 
option of choosing whether to put the handicap sticker on a home or away side ticket. The 
person(s) using that ticket will need to sit in the handicapped section on that side of the 
stadium.   
 
 Our staff will provide transportation (mini vans & golf carts) for the handicapped 
and elderly to the stadium before the ceremony and to the parking lot at the completion of 
graduation.  At the completion of graduation, there will be a designated seated area on the 
home side entrance (Love Lane side) by the Tex Robinson dedication stone for those that 
need to be transported to the parking lot, if needed.   
 
Please note the “ticket penalties” for missing graduation practice and required activities in 
the next section of this memorandum. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS    
 
 Attendance and promptness are essential at all senior events and rehearsals.  You 
must participate in rehearsals in order to participate in graduation.  Anyone with questions 
concerning his/her attendance or participation should speak with the administrator in 
charge of commencement, Mr. Jorgenson.   
 
 During senior final exams and graduation program activities, school activities have 
priority over job activities.  Students with job obligations must make necessary 
arrangements with their employers.  This should not be a problem in that virtually all the 
activities coincide with the seniors’ morning class schedule. 
 

Absence from any individual practice will result in a loss of two (2) tickets, while 
leaving practice early or arriving to practice late will result in a loss of one (1) ticket for 
each infraction.  Absence from two (2) or more practices will result in the senior forfeiting 
his/her graduation program privilege. 
 
 
 
 
 
STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOR     
 
 The following information will guide the remaining days of your senior year.  
Please review each item carefully and recognize the need to be responsible and cooperative 
members of the Class of 2018.  A copy of these guidelines is also being forwarded to your 
parent(s) and/or guardian(s) so they will be knowledgeable of this key information. 
 
 Seniors are not automatically entitled to participate in various graduation activities.  
The New Jersey Commissioner of Education has ruled in several cases that a graduation or 
promotion ceremony is separate and apart from school enrollment. 
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 Our school is concerned about graduation and the student behavior that has been 
associated with some past graduations.  To that end, any inappropriate behavior during the 
commencement ceremony (i.e., silly string, yelling and talking during speeches, party 
poppers, fireworks, etc.) will result in the withholding of diplomas and possible complaints 
of disorderly persons depending on the severity of the offense.  We want to celebrate your 
graduation from high school in a balanced and orderly way. 
 
 Each senior must realize the school administration, with the full support of the 
Board, will address violations of the regulations.  If necessary, students will be suspended 
through graduation, thus eliminating the opportunity to formally graduate with the class.   
 
 With the foregoing in mind, the following regulations are set forth for seniors 
during the final days of the year: 
 

1. After rehearsals, you must immediately leave the campus. No loitering 
in the parking lot is permitted. Any illegal behavior in the parking lot 
after graduation practice can negatively affect your participation in the 
graduation ceremony.  

 
2. No barbecues, hibachis, coolers, tents or cookouts will be permitted 

during or after practice.  Refreshments, cold drinks, and snacks will be 
sold by the Freshmen class during breaks. 

 
  3.  There will be no smoking while you are on the school grounds. 
 

4. Any involvement with alcohol or drugs will result in you 
being removed from all activities and school policy will be adhered to. 

 
5. During senior days – June 14 through June 18 - we expect you to dress 

appropriately and in good taste. 
             

∼ The school dress code will apply during senior final exams. 
 

∼ Hats are permitted at graduation practices—in all probability the 
weather and sun will require a covering of the head during outside 
practices.   
Do not wear hats in the building. 

∼ Shoes must be worn at all times. 
 

∼ Decent shorts and tops are permitted for rehearsal sessions.  
(No bathing suits permitted) 

 
∼ Any form of indecent dress will exclude you from rehearsals 

and/or graduation. 
 

6. Cell phones will not be permitted to be used during the formal part of 
graduation practice. You will be allowed to use cell phones during the 
breaks of practice. 
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7. Parking—you must use your assigned spot in the student lot.  If you do 

not have a parking permit you may not drive.  Do not park in the bus 
lanes in the front of the school building at any time during senior half-
days.  Do not park on unpaved areas or on the grass.  Do not loiter in the 
parking lot after practice.  Park straight, not diagonally!! 

 
8. You are not allowed in the building during rehearsal days 

except on school business such as paying outstanding fines 
(books, equipment, etc.)  Do not loiter or “hang around” in the 
building.  

 
9. Graduation lineup is at 5:30 p.m. sharp!   

 
ACADEMIC DRESS REQUIREMENTS      
 
 Academic tradition sets forth standards for student dress on the two occasions when 
the cap and gown is worn.  Accordingly, the following is forwarded for your review and 
compliance: 

∼ Required dress for graduation is the approved cap and gown.  
 
∼ Men:  white or light shirt, tie or bow tie required, (dark ties & bow 

tie requested), dark trousers, dark dress shoes.  ABSOLUTELY NO 
FLIP FLOPS & NO SNEAKERS. 

 
∼ Women:  white or very light dress, skirt, or romper, shoes – 

ABSOLUTELY NO FLIP FLOPS & NO SNEAKERS. – 
Anything with a heel under three (3) inches or strap on the back of 
the shoe is permitted. If you cannot properly walk in your shoes on 
grass do not wear them. Any question, bring the shoe to Ms. Rizzo 
ahead of time for approval. 

 
∼ Wear your tassel over your right eye; change to left during the 

turning of the tassel ceremony.  THE POINT OF THE CAP 
SHOULD BE WORN DOWN ON THE FRONT OF THE HEAD! 

 
∼ Any form of non-compliance in dress will result in removal and not 

participating in the graduation ceremony.  
FINAL NOTES     
 
 Cap and gowns will be sold in the Main Office during the week of June 6th – June 
13th during SERA, or if you have early release see Mrs. Mauro in the main office during 
lunch June 6th–13th. Caps and gowns must be purchased by the first day of graduation 
practice, June 14th. 
 

The Senior Awards Program will be held in the PAC at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 7th.  Appropriate attire is required—no shorts, jeans, or sneakers. Gentlemen should 
wear shirts with ties, slacks, and shoes.  Ladies should wear a nice outfit.  Students who are 
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being recognized at this event will be notified.  However, all seniors are invited to help 
congratulate their classmates. 
 
 Seniors are to report directly to the PAC on Thursday, June 14th, by 7:30 a.m.  This 
day will begin with the first graduation lineup.  Bring your cap and gown with you in the 
building on Thursday, June 14th. You will not be allowed to return to your car.  The senior 
picture will be taken at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 14th.  Any student who does not have 
an appropriate cap and gown will not be allowed to be part of the senior picture.  Payment 
is due when the class picture is taken. 
 
 The Curriculum Awards Assembly will be held in the GYM at 1:15 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 14th.  All students attending the awards assembly must be dressed 
appropriately—no shorts, jeans, or sneakers.  
 
 Take care in driving!  Do not allow the end of your senior year to be saddened or 
disrupted due to careless and/or reckless driving. 
 
 One final caution—each year at least one or two graduates get a case of “senioritis” 
and make the bad decision to bring alcohol/drugs or some type of firecracker to a senior 
event or graduation.  When they are suspended from the remainder of the events their 
family is shocked and dismayed.  Don’t allow this to happen to you!!   
 
 Best wishes for a great time during your final days at CRHS!!! 
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2018 COMMENCEMENT ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS  
 
 
 
SENIOR CLASS MEETING - MANDATORY  
 

May 29th - Tuesday                A meeting will be held at 9:50 in the PAC. No other 
meetings will be held. Please be there! 

 
CAP & GOWN SALE   
 

June 06-13  During Lunch for early release students and SERA in 
Main Office 

 
SENIOR EXAMS 
 
 June 12 -Tuesday   Block 1 & 2 
 
 June 13 – Wednesday  Block 3 & 4    
 
 
RECOGNITION ACTIVITIES   
 
 June 7 – Thursday              Senior Awards Program, 7:00-9:30 p.m. in PAC 
 

June 10 – Sunday                    Baccalaureate – 4:00 pm in PAC 
Students should wear cap & gown 

 
 June 14 – Thursday            Curriculum Awards Assembly, 1:15-3:00 pm in GYM 
 
 
COMMENCEMENT ACTIVITIES   
 
 June 14 - Thursday       Graduation practice, 7:30-11:43 a.m. in PAC 
     Cap & gowns required for class photo 
      
 June 15 – Friday     Graduation practice, 7:30-11:43 a.m. at Stadium 
      
 June 18 - Monday          Graduation practice, 7:30-11:43 a.m. at Stadium 

Tickets distributed at end of graduation practice. 
 

     Line up 5:30 p.m. 
 
     41st Graduation program, 6:30 p.m. at  
     Cumberland Regional High School Stadium 
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Class of 2018 Graduation Activities Calendar - June 2018 
                 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

  
 

29 
Senior Class 
Meeting 
9:50 in PAC 

30 31 
 

1 2 

3 4 
 
Athletic Awards 
Ceremony  
6:00 pm (PAC) 

5 
 

6 
Cap & Gown Sale 
(Main office) 
 
Achievement 
Letter 
6:00 pm (PAC) 
 

7 
Cap & Gown Sale 
(Main office) 
 
Senior Awards 
Program 
7:00-9:30 pm 
(PAC) 
 

8 
 
Cap & Gown Sale 
(Main office) 

9 

10 
Baccalaureate 
Mass 4:00 pm 
(PAC)  
 

11 
Cap & Gown 
Sale  
(Main office) 

12 
Senior Exams 
 ½ day  
Block 1 & 2 
 
Cap & Gown Sale 
(Main office) 

13 
Senior Exams  
 ½ day 
 Block 3 & 4  
 
Cap & Gown Sale 
(Main office) 

14 
Graduation  
Practice 
 
Senior class 
panoramic 
(bring cap& gown) 
 
Curriculum Awards 
Assembly  
1:15 pm (Gym)  
 

15 
Graduation  
Practice 
 

16 

17 
 

18  
Graduation  
Practice 
 
Graduation  
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